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THE SONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS

Application Guidelines

The primary requirement for membership in The Sons of the Republic of Texas is descent from an ancestor resident in the Republic before February 19, 1846.  You may read the leaflet for prospective members for other details of interest to you.  This guide will contain suggestions on finding the proof, and in filling out the application.  Proving that you descend from a Citizen of the Republic as a practical matter is in two parts:  

1. The finding of at least one record to show your ancestor was a citizen before the admission of Texas to the US;

2. Collection of a chain of documents proving your descent.

Application papers may be obtained from two principal sources:

1)         The SRT General Office   1717 8th Street, Bay City, TX  77414 (979) 245-6644  

2)         Members or officers of the Chapter you wish to join.

The General Office can provide information on SRT chapters and their officers.  These individuals will be of assistance in obtaining sponsor signatures.  You may also wish to join as an at-large member, though this is NOT recommended.  Being a part of a chapter keeps you in the loop for emails, notifications, etc.  The Lone Star Chapter is #58 and sends out monthly publications and notices via email.  Your own residence in Texas is not a requirement.

The documents needed for proof may best be listed by going through the form itself, as it would be filled out for application.  Suggestions on obtaining the proof appear below.  Under "Documents Cited for Proof," you must obtain copies of the full record and not an abstract.  Certified copies of these records are suggested.  The SRT does not require that the submitted forms be originals.  (You may submit copies; keep the certified copy as your original.)

A Work Sheet will be provided, and it is suggested that it be fully filled out before you transcribe it to the application, which becomes a permanent record.  Note that you must submit acceptable copies of any record cited to support your lineage.

After completion, your application must be signed before a Notary Public. The Lone Star Chapter provides a Notary for NO CHARGE.

Finally, your application will require the signatures of three SRT members in good standing who know you.  If you propose to join a Chapter, the members there can assist you.  If you wish to join as a member at-large and do not know 3 members, ask for advice from the General Office.

Remember that application must be completed in its entirety before submittal to the General Office.  It should be accompanied by a check made out to: Sons of the Republic of Texas, in one of the following amounts:

1)            Regular Adult Members (over age 18):            


$50.00

2)            Junior Members (age infant-18):                     


$20.00  

3)            Life Members – Juniors 





$1,000

4)            Life Members – 18-40 




$750   (New applicants for life also

5)            Life Members – 41+ 




$600    (pay a $20 application fee)

6)            Supplemental ancestors:  




$20.00 each

      SOURCES

Proof of Residence is the first requirement for membership.

Gifford White has published the tax rolls for 1840 as 1840 Census of the Republic of Texas, and in more complete record in Volume 2 of 1840 Citizens of Texas.  The Poll Tax entries in the tax roll for 1846 have been published as Republic of Texas Poll Tax Rolls by Marion Day Mullins.  When using 1846 Republic of Texas Poll Tax Rolls as sole proof of presence in Texas, a photocopy of the microfilm is required.  The published book is not acceptable.

The Texas State Archives contains the official papers of Texas and many other historically important collections.  They will provide copies of documents to you at a reasonable charge.  The Archives publishes a Guide to Genealogical Resources in the Texas State Archives.  The Austin Genealogical Society has published the important file on the Veterans of our War of Independence as Republic of Texas Pension Application Abstracts.  Inquiries to the Archives may be by mail or telephone:

Archives Division, Texas State Library            Phone:  (512) 463-5480

Box 12927

Austin, TX  78711-2927

Proof of birth, marriage, and death are needed in the lineage chain.

Marriage records nominally begin in 1836 and are kept by the County Clerk.  Fees for certified copies may be obtained from the Clerk's offices.  You will be required to provide the bride and groom's names, approximate date of marriage, and your check to receive copies.

Law reported birth and death records only after 1903.  The Texas State Library and some other libraries have typescript volumes that may be searched by name and date for a registration number.  The actual record must be obtained by submitting the following information to the Bureau of Vital Statistics:

The name, dates, and places of birth or death

Their father's and mother's names (including mother's maiden name)

Purpose of the request

Your daytime phone number

Your relationship to the person named

Your return address

Your handwritten signature

Your picture ID

Office hours for in-person requests: Mon-Fri, 8-5.  Information may be requested by mail at:

Texas Department of Health              Phone:  (512) 458-7111

Bureau of Vital Statistics

P. O. Box 12040

Austin, TX  78711-2040

Note:  If the desired record is not found in Austin, try the County Clerk.  It may never have been returned.  Also, keep in mind that many birth certificates were issued in WW-I and WW-II for older citizens under the heading of "Delayed Births."

If proof is still lacking, you should obtain some advice on using the records in the office of the County Clerks, the Federal Census, and many other sources.  Do not forget family records (like Bibles) which are given great weight.  Tombstone records have some standing and photos or notarized statements of copy are suggested.  Remember that these types of records should be used only when official documentation is unavailable.  Family history and/or county histories are not accepted as proof.  All documents must be clear enough to read or will not be accepted.  If a photocopy of a document is not legible, do not alter in any way.  Type below the document what information cannot be read and have the proof sheet notarized.

In brief, although proving the full lineage may pose problems, almost all of them have a solution and the above suggestions list only the most productive sources.

FILLING OUT THE APPLICATION

Copies of the application form in reduced size are attached, and this section will offer advice in filling out the blanks.  

General

The form should be typewritten (or computer), except in the blanks noted, using a black ribbon and/or Ink.

Page 1

Fill in your full birth name, telephone number, preferred name for mailings, and mailing address in the proper blanks.  

Give the name of your ancestor who resided in the Republic; use the full name if possible, with the maiden name if the ancestor was a woman.

Fill out the name of the Chapter you propose to join, or write "at-large."  This space may be handwritten.

Actual signatures of three members in good standing who know you will be required, but they may be added after the completion of the application.

Sign the form at the bottom before a notary public.  If the applicant is a minor, an adult may sign for him and have his own signature notarized.

Page 2

Read the instructions at the top of the page.  Write all dates in this form: Month Day, Year.

Write your name in full again as it appears on Page 1, and at all later points of the application.  Give your ancestor's full name.  Give your complete date and place of birth.

You should give the names of ancestors as fully as possible, including maiden names of wives.  In earlier generations, you may not have exact dates.  Try to find documentary proof that allows you to say "before" or "after" a date.  Success of your application may depend upon credibility of such indirect proof.

Note that you are Generation 1, and your ancestor is the final generation, and your lineage is thus complete on this page.

Page 3

"About the Qualifying Ancestor," which appears in the top half of the page may depend on family traditions, but important statements made in it should be proved in the supporting documents.

The section on proof of residence or service should contain a summary of the facts from documents that you will attach.  Only one proof is necessary, and suggestions are found in the section on Sources.

 Page 4

Read the instructions at the top.

This page will be a specific list of the documents attached as proof.  Ideally, they will be birth, marriage, and death records, certified Bible copies or photo stats, and General Land Office photo stats and the like.

For early generations, specific official records will not all be available.  You must use the best indirect evidence you can find.  Use copies of official records certified at the source or copies of such records certified by the person who copied them.

Common Proof

Common proof is used when two or more applicants are joining or have joined on the same ancestor, as a relative (father, mother, daughter, sister, brother, cousin, aunt, uncle, etc.)  SRT membership number should be stated on application.  If DRT numbers are used, you must submit DRT number and approved application if not yet published in Founders and Patriots of the Republic of Texas.  Volume I is not acceptable proof.  If using SRT or DRT reference numbers, it must be verified that proper proof was submitted with that member's application.  It must be understood that it is applicant's responsibility to provide all documents.

Rev. 4/06

Kenneth Skillern – Historian General

Janet Hickl – Administrative Assistant

Rev. 05/07 John Homman

Lone Star Chapter #58


2007 - 2008














